PX3 FAQ
Release version 0.8

Installing Firmware
QUESTION: What is the best way to update the firmware in the PX3?
Answer: Where possible please connect the KXUSB cable directly to the PX3. This ensures that the file
transfers are not interrupted in any way while the new firmware loads.

QUESTION: What if it isn’t easy for me to remove the PX3 from the KX3 and KXPA100 cabling, how can I
still update firmware for the KX3, PX3 and KXPA100?
Answer: Here is how you can easily update any one of the 3 products.
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Ordering and Configuration
QUESTION: What comes in the box with the PX3?

QUESTION: I already have a KX3/KXPA100 combination. What do I need to order with my PX3 to obtain
a fully integrated combination?
ANSWER: With either setup, you can order the PX3 as shown here on our PX3 Order Page.
Follow these steps:
1) Select either the PX3-K, kit version or the PX3-F, factory-built version.
a. Connecting cables to the KX3 are shipped with the PX3 and will be in the box with it
when it arrives to you. There is nothing else needed for connecting it to your KX3.
2) Order the PWR12V1A-US for use in your shack or anywhere you have 120V AC for power.

*** NOTE: The PWR12V1A-US can power the only the PX3. It is not intended to power the KX3. ***

QUESTION: I am planning on installing my PX3/KX3 combination in a Go-Box. What are the dimensions
of the PX3?

ANSWER:

Connecting the PX3 to the KX3/KXPA100
QUESTION: What are the supported methods for connecting the PX3 to my KX3 and KX3/KXPA100
combo?
All Elecraft PX3 cabling is designed to support the following wiring methods.
For the PX3 and KX3, here are the interconnections.

When used with the KX3 and KXPA100 combo, the wiring will be arranged in this way.

Powering the PX3
QUESTION: I see there is a separate power connector for the PX3. How to I power the KX3 and KX3 for
portable use?
ANSWER: The PX3 is shipped with its own power cable as does the KX3. While the KX3 cannot power
the PX3 from its own batteries, both the KX3 and PX3 can be powered from an external source. Connect
the 2 power cables together for this purpose. In this way, you can monitor battery voltage directly from
the KX3.

QUESTION: I am planning to take my PX3 and KX3 portable, what are the PX3 power requirements?
ANSWER: The PX3 has a wide supply voltage range (8-15 V) and low current drain (typ. 140 mA @ 13.8
V).

QUESTION: I see there is an AC power supply available for ordering on the PX3 web site. What is the
PWR12V1A power source’s intended use?
ANSWER: This is intended to directly power the PX3 when 120v is available. It will ship with an adapter
cable for the right angle connection to the PX3.

QUESTION: Will the PWR12V1A also power the KX3?
ANSWER: No. This power supply is intended only for the PX3. It does not supply sufficient current to
run a KX3 at rated output.

Operating the PX3 with other radios
QUESTION: How can I use the PX3 with other radios?
ANSWER: Yes, you can if your radio has I/Q signals available, you can connect the PX3 to it to see RF
spectrum with it. Due to the highly integrated nature of the KX3/PX3 combination, there will be some

features of the PX3 not available when connected in this way. You will, however, be able to see RF
spectrum activity with the PX3.

QUESTION: Does the PX3 work with the K3?
ANSWER: No. The PX3 requires I/Q signals for input which is supplied by the KX3. The PX3’s
companion product, the P3, uses Intermediate Frequencies for input, which is supplied by the K3. Both
units are optimized for operation with their respective radios. The result is full integration for both.
They cannot, however, be interchanged for this reason.

QUESTION: Can I use the P3 with a KX3?
ANSWER: No, the KX3 is a direct-conversion receiver which means that it does not have an Intermediate
Frequency. Since the P3 requires an Intermediate Frequency for operation, it will not work with the
KX3.

Using the PX3 with logging and CAT control programs
QUESTION: My logging program requires that it be able to connect to the KX3. How does this work
when the PX3 is connected to the KX3’s ACC1 port?
ANSWER: The PX3 has been engineered to be ‘transparent’ to any computer program that needs to gain
access to the KX3’s frequency and mode information. That is, your logging program will be able to
access the KX3 even though you have a PX3 connected with it. You will be connecting your computer’s
cable to the PX3’s ACC1 port, which provides this ‘pass-through’ feature. See the wiring diagrams in this
FAQ for supported connections.

**** End of FAQ *****

