ELECRAFT K3 OWNER’S MANUAL ERRATA

Rev. C1-8, July 21, 2008

TO ENSURE PROPER OPERATION OF YOUR K3,
PLEASE REVIEW THE INFORMATION BELOW

Additions and Corrections

Page 8, 3" paragraph from bottom, add: Elecraft recommends use of the supplied 5 foot (1.53m) power cable.
Page 9, at bottom, add: Transmit specifications are only guaranteed within ham bands.
Page 18: In the RS232 connector table, add pin 6 to the “not used” group. Change the last line’s pin # from 6 to 7.

Page 22, left column, under “ATU (KAT3)”, at end of second paragraph, add: “Tapping ATU TUNE again
within 5 seconds retries using a more extensive search. This can help find a better match to narrow-banded loads.

Page 22, right column, fourth paragraph, after “Tap A>B once....”, add: Tapping A>B a second time within 2
seconds also copies VFO A’s mode, filter, and other settings to VFO B.

Page 22, right column, just before “RIT and XIT”, cut out and attach these paragraphs:

While in BSET mode, you can optionally select a different band for the subreceiver using BAND UP/DN, as
long as CONFIG:VFO IND = YES. Refer to the KRX3 manual for details.

Holding the SUB switch links/unlinks the two VFOs. When linked, VFO A is the master, moving both VFOs
an equal amount. VFO B can be offset from, or equal to, VFO A.

Tuning either VFO outside of the K3’s limit for that band will switch bands on both VFOs. For example, if you
tune VFO A from 60 m to 40 m (5 to 7 MHz), at 6 MHz VFO B will switch to its last-used frequency on 40 m.

Page 23, bottom of right column, cut out and attach these two paragraphs:

In addition to the K3's standard "NORM" values, you can save two of your own often-used filter setups in each
mode, and recall them using the NORM function. These are referred to as ALT1 and ALT2. To save a filter
setup, hold NORM until you see "<- SAV ->" (3 seconds), then rotate the knob left or right to save it as ALT1
or ALT?2. (The arrows to the left and right of "SAV" are a reminder that you can rotate the knob left or right go
get to the "ALTernate" filter memories.) To recall, hold NORM until you see "<- NOR ->" (about 1/2 second),
then rotate the knob left or right to recall ALT1 or ALT2.

Note: Whenever you normalize the filter passband, two "wings" appear on the DSP filter passband graphic.
Moving any DSP control makes the wings disappear, as a reminder that the passband is no longer normalized.

Page 24, bottom of left column, add: The NB icon will flash on/off if the L.F. blanker setting is too high for the
present signal conditions. If this happens, use a lower setting.

Page 26, top of left column, add: Only one SSB mode (LSB or USB) is shown on each band when tapping
MODE to cycle through available modes. To select the other sideband, hold ALT (left end of the MODE switch).

Page 26, bottom of right column, add this cautionary note: If you’re using an external peak-reading wattmeter
or power amplifier, adjust POWER as required while observing the effect of speech peaks.

Page 30, top right, add: For low distortion in audio data modes (AFSK, PSK31, etc.), use DATA A (page 29).

Page 32, left column, after last bullet point, add: When calling CQ using CW-to-DATA, you should be prepared
to use RIT to fine-tune calling stations. This is especially important with PSK31 (PSK D mode), where careful
tuning using FINE mode (1 Hz steps) is required to lock onto the signal and provide readable text decode.

Page 34, right column, under “VFO B Alternate Displays”: Add “RIT/XIT offset” to the list of display modes.

Page 49: MIC+HLIN: If set to ON, and MIC SEL is set for FP or RP, the present mic OR line input can be used for
transmit audio. NOTE: Setting M/C SEL to LINE overrides the MIC+LIN menu entry. When MIC+LIN is in
effect, rotating MIC shows MIC GAIN. The op has to set MIC SEL to LINE temporarily to adjust LINE IN gain.

(Continmed on ather cide)



Page 50-54, add or change the following CONFIG menu functions:

AUTO INF: If set to AUTO 1, the K3 will send band data on its RS232 port for use with devices such as the
SteppIR antenna on every band change. (May not be compatible with software that uses the “Al” command.)

CW WGHT: In addition to its normal function (setting keying weight), this menu entry is used to enable CW
transmission during SSB modes (via internal or external keyer). Tap ‘1’ until you see “SSB +CW”.

DIGOUTI: DIGOUT]1 is an open-drain output (ACC, pin 11). OFF = floating; ON = pull the line to ground.

This setting is per-band, and also per-antenna if the KAT3 ATU is installed. It can be used to turn an Elecraft
PR6 preamp on when you switch to 6 meters, or switch an Elecraft BL3 balun between 1:1 and 4:1, etc.

EXT ALC: Set to ON only if using external ALC with a high-power amplifier. This may require modifications
to your K3’s RF and KIO3 PC boards (see K3 mods web page for full details).

FM DEV: FM deviation in kHz.

LIN OUT: Normally, LIN OUT sets a fixed-level receive-only output for main/sub (L/R), compatible with
digital modes. Tapping 'l' selects =PHONES, where line outputs match headphone audio, RX and TX.

MIC BTN: Set to ON if you’re using a mic that has UP/DOWN buttons compatible with the K3’s front-panel
mic jack. Pressing UP or DOWN once will move the VFO up or down one step (based on the current tuning
rate); holding UP or DOWN will move up or down continuously. If you see the frequency moving up or down
continuously, your mic is not compatible, and M/C BTN must be set to OFF.

PWR SET: If set to NOR, the power level on each band follows the present setting of the PWR control. If set
to PER-BAND, the power level is saved on each band. This is especially useful with external amplifiers that
have varying per-band gain, as well as with transverters.

SMTR MD: IF set to ABS, the S-meter reading will stay constant with different preamp/attenuator settings.
Default is NOR, where preamp/attenuator settings do affect the S-meter.

SO MAIN: Normally sets main RX squelch. Rotate VFO A fully clockwise to select =SUB POT. Squelch for
main/sub is then set by the SUB RF/SQL knob, and main/sub RF gain is set by MAIN RF/SQL.

SO SUB: Normally sets sub RX squelch. If SQ MAIN is set to =SUB POT, then SQ SUB will also be
=SUB POT. Squelch for the sub is then set by SUB RF/SQL, and main/sub RF is set by MAIN RF/SQL.

SYNC DT: This menu entry must be assigned to a programmable function switch. When SYNC DT (sync
data) is activated in either SSB or DATA modes, T/R switching times are reduced to optimize for modes such
as AMTOR. The “-S” icon turns on. Do not use SYNC DT for normal SSB/DATA communications.

TUN PWR: Sets a fixed power level for TUNE. If set to NOR, TUNE power level follows the POWER knob.
(Note: TUN PWR does not pertain to ATU TUNE, which always uses 5-10 W and is internally controlled.)

TX DLY: For use with external amplifiers; sets the time from KEY OUT jack (active low) to first RF in 1-ms
steps, from 8 to 20 ms. To minimize loss of QSK speed, use the shortest delay that works with your amp.

TX INH: If set to LO=INH or HI=INH, the operator can supply an external logic signal to inhibit transmit.

Pages 58-60, add the following new error messages: ERR TXF: The crystal filter selected for TX is either too
narrow or too wide (use 2.7 or 2.8 kHz for CW/DATA/SSB, 6 kHz for AM, and 13.0 kHz for FM).

Firmware Notes (as of MCU firmware revision 2.10)

The firmware functions listed below are described in the Owner’s manual but were not ready for release at the time
your K3 was shipped. Please see http://www.elecraft.com/K3/k3 software.htm for firmware update info.

* Sub receiver band different from the main receiver

* Synchronous AM receive

* Firmware-based compensation of the high-stability TCXO option

* ESSB transmit

* Audible feedback on switch press (alternative: audible feedback via remote-control software)



